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„ we read of ſome Patricians that were Senators, ”* > ES 


ry Regular Meth od of Admiſſion - 
Senate, in the Four or Five firſt / ges of 
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e others were onyx Private Men, and did not 
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take of that Dignity? And whether this Diſtindion : 


came by Succeſſion and Primogeniture : Or whether 
hoice of the Candidates lay wholly in 
and afterwards in the C: op . 

the 


ole to al n up che 8 


Director was named on Pu 


in the Senate ; from whence one might infer, that the 
Romans had no common and regular Way of ſupplying 


thoſe Vacancies, ſince they had rect 
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"By the late 5 
Earl STAN H 0 P E. 


Principal Seer ctary of State. 
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1 os Abbot 4: te is 
deſired to communicate to ſome 
Perſons, whom his Hiſtory of 
the Roman Revolutions have ren- 
der d curious in every Thing re: 
lating. to the ancient Government of that Re: 

Publick, his Thoughts upon a Point which - +7 
Eo „ ſeems 
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that State, the Digni «4 of Conſul, - per- 
ha * ; or 


Ling Life, o 


were none but Patricians. in. t 
we wou d fain know exactly 


N any Right of Succeſſion, * 
Or had the Cenſors, and before the Fatal lik. 
ment of that Magiſtracy, the Conſuls, the 
Prerogative of nominating fuch Patrithans as 


| a Difator 1 was created, to fill up rhe Senate, 
Which was very much exhauſted ; But this 
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It is certain, that i in the remoteſt inner 1 
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We are. Rake. that in r the firſt Ages there 
he Senate: But 
y what Rule, 
or by what Authority Gine Patricians were 


Senators, while a great many other Patricians 


did no ot. partake of that Ho R — — b from 
1 E Hiture 


8 


they pleaſed, to fill the Places which became 


© - vacant.in the Senate? Eg 


We find, that after the 3 Pantck 1 an, 


Fact, inſtead of reſolving our Doubts in this 


= Particular. >. only increaſes them; for we 
might from thence infer, that the Romans 


kad nc no common. and regular Method of ſup- 
plying 


ying the . * OR "ROM. fince they 
» d Recoutſe to the * Power of 2 
Dit aror. 1 A 

If any Man in this Age i is capable, not on- 
ly of reſolvin "S theſe Doubts, but alſo of gi- 
ving the Publick juſt Notions in every Thing 
_ relating to de Rights and Prerogatives of the 
Senate, and the Patrician Order, it muſt be 
the learned and polite Wen: of the Roman 
Revolutions. 8 
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Am defired to give my Opinion v upon 1— 
vers Queſtions relating to the Conſtitution 

of the Roman Senate; and a Frenchman is ap- 
plied to for the Reſolution of thoſe Difficulties, 
tho they were ſtarted in a Nation which ſtill 
| retains ſome Footſteps of the ancient Govern- 
” ment of theFirſt e and which, conſe- 
{ - quently, ought to be better acquainted there- 
with. And beſides, Who can have a more com- 


U 


N | pleat 


— 1 IOOY SANT "Og 3 1 
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4 : tha the Leamed and Able. Miniſter,, ad, at 


me the Honour to propoſe theſe Queſtions to 
me; He who might have been the ſupreme 


8 


triciant that were Senators, while others were 


5 only private Men, and did net partake of that 
Dignity? And whether this Diſtinction came 
| uy Succeſſion and Primo! eniture, or whe- 


| Punic Marne Dictator was named o Pyr 
pole to fill up the Meginci in the Senat 


ifipplyiog thoſe Vacancies, ſince they had Re- 
* 10 


plea „ boch ot ibe Civil and M is | 
ry Diſcipline- of thoſe famous Republicans 


Te Gin, the . 


dge of them in the e Time o 'of Varro and 
theniſelves : 

13 the Memorial font to me, the firſt 3 
ſtion i is, What was the ordinary and regular 
Method of Admiſſion into the Senate in the 
Four E Five firſt Ages of the Common- 


Tw che F ate/confiſtir then 
CP atricians, we rend of ſome Pa- a 


4 none 


f eh Handlid 
'Gbalfls, an | cfterwards in the 


| Lafth, * * "EY after the Second 


rom hence one might, inler, that the Re 


mene had no common and regular 0 ; 


KEE +4 + Af 


eourſe tothe a wedinapn, bauer of 2 Picta- 


1 be dee . places his | 
Moto: * aeg kunt, Ages. 1385 the 


— 


Commonwealth, they do not ſeem to us to 
reach ſo far; but they can hardly be cleared 
up, without | going back to the | very Founda- + 
tion of Rome, and the firſt Eſtabliſhment of 
Rome, like moſt} other States, did more 


than once change the Form of her Govern- 


ment. At firſt, as every body knows, ſhe was 
governd by Kings. The Conſuls ſucceeded 
"thoſe Princes, tho with a limited Authority. 
And aftewards, about the 31 th Year of Rome, 
the Cenſorſhip was created, and was a Limb 
cut off from the Conſulate : And it is to theſe 


Three Epocha's, that we ſhall refer all that 


concerns the Creation of the firſt_Senators, 
and the Nomination of their Succeſſors. 
If we will believe the greater Number of 
Hiſtorians, it was firſt the King, and after- 
wards the Conſuls and Cenſors, that diſpoſed 
of the vacant Places in the Senate. Accord- 
ing to other Authors, the People's Votes were 
neceſſary in this Promotion; and which adds 
to the Perplexity, this Diverſity of Opinion 
is found not only in different Hiſtorians, but 
oftentimes the ſame Writer ſeems to contra- 
dict himſelf in different Parts of his Work. 
This is apt to breed a kind of Pyrrhoniſm, 
which is not eaſily thrown off, unleſs we are 
particularly attentive to the ſeveral Points of 
Time. There is no way but by taking a 
View of the different Epocha's of the Go- 
vernment, to form a juſt Notion of the ſe- 
n B veral 
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1 Methods by oy at coal Times 2 


Roman Citizen, whether Knight or Plebeian, 


attained the Dignity of Senator. 
- Ronmlus, ſays Livy, finding his State did 


10 want Forces, was reſolved to eſtabliſn a 


Council that might direct their Operations, 


and to be in a manner the Baſis of the Con- 


ſtitution, and the Pole upon which the whole 
SGovernment ſhould turn. In this View, he 


created a Hundred Senators, quum, jam 


£ 5 Ih 15 virinm hand poeniteret, conſilium 
deinde viribus parat, centum creat 
Senatoren. So that according to that Hiſto- 


rian, it was the firſt King of Rome that crea- 


ted the Senate. Plutarch, in that Prince's 
Life, aſcribes the Ectabliſhment of that So- 


i 


ciety to him in the ſame manner. Dionyſius 
Halicarnaſſeus at firſt does not ſeem averſe to 


the Opinion of thoſe Two Hiſtorians. Romu- 
tus, ſays he, in his Second Book, reſolved 
to form the Council of a Hundred Senators, 


ſtration. But he adds aſterwards, that the 
Prince only named the firſt Senator, who, in 
his Abſence, was to preſide in the Senate, 


and command in the City; that he order d 
the Three Tribes, whereof the State then 


conſiſted, to chuſe each of them Three Sena- 


tors; and that by vertue of a ſecond Com- 
mand of the fame Prince, the Thirty Curiæ, 


which made up thoſe Three Tribes, named 
each Three more; eke with the Senator 
iP 0 named 


to ſhare with him in the Cares of the Admini- 


(i) 


named by Ys King: made juſt a Hundred 


Senators. We ſee tis the King alone that 


forms the Deſign of creating a Senate; it is 


he that names the Preſident or Prince of thit - 
Body of his own Authority ; and tho the 
Tribes and Curie elect the other Ninety nine 


Senators, it is only in Conſequence of the ex- 
* Order and Command of Romilus. 
We find the ſame Opinion again in another 


; Part of the fame Book; and when Romulus 


and Tatius the Sabin added a Hundred new 
Patricians to the Senate, the Choice of thoſe 


Senators, according to that Hiſtorian, was 
left wholly to the Curie, and to the Majority 
of Voices. That Writer does, indeed, add, 
that after the Election, it was the Two Princes, 


the Roman and the Sabin, that admitted thoſe 
new Magiſtrates into the Senate; which ſhews, 


_ notwithſtanding Dionyſius s Prejudice, that let 
there be What Election there would, it was 
the Authority of the Sovereigns that made 
it valid; much as it is in England, where the 
Bills propos d by the Houſe of Commons, and 
approved by the Lords, do not yet acquire the 
Force of Laws till they have the Conſent of 
the Prince. And accordingly we are to ob- 
ſerve, that when any Hiſtorian of that Na- 
tion aſcribes to any of their Kings the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a Law, we are always to take 
it for 1 90 that the Fackamenes Conſent 


| Was firſt had. 


B 2 But 


Baut to return to our Subject: We may ob- 


ſerve that Livy, in all his Accounts of the 


Reigns of the Roman Kings, appears a thorow 
Royaliſt, if we may uſe the Expreſſion. 
Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus, on the contrary, a 
Republican, under the very Royalty it ſelf; 

. - does in many Parts of his Hiſtory, make the 
Kings of Rome merely the Heads of the Se- 
nate. If we conſult the Latin Hiſtorian for 
the Manner in which the principal Men of the 
Ion of Alba, after its Deſtruction, were ad- 
mitted into the Senate, it was the King, ac- 
cording to that Author, Talus Hoſtilins, that 
open d them the Gates; Principes Albanorum, 
.  (fays he) in patres, ut ea quoque pars Rei- 
publicæ creſceret, legit ; and he fer apart a 
Temple to ſerve as a Palace or Place of As- 
_ . fembly for that Body, which he had now aug- 
mented, templumque ordini ab ſe aucto curiam 
Ik on the contrary, we caſt our Eyes upon 
the Greet Hiſtorian, we ſhall find that the King 
aſſembles the Senate, gathers their Suffrages; 
and that there the Reſolution is taken of demo- 
liſhing the City of Alba, removing the Inhabi- 
tants to Rome, and admitting Seven of the prin- 
cipal Families into the Senate: All this is deter- 
min d in a Publick Deliberation, wherein the 
Prince ſeems to have had no more than his 
ſingle Voice like the reſt, The Romans have 
aAtereed it, ſays that Prince, ſpeaking to the 
Aang, to inform them of what had been 
e 2 agreed 


$M. 
8 


N 
V 
agreed upon touching the Deſtruction of their 
_, Livy never varies from his Character all 
> through his Account of the Government of 

- | the Kings. Thoſe Princes determine abſo- 
lIlutely concerning every Thing that relates to 
mM the Senate. When Tarquin the Ancient, con- 
trary to Cuſtom, brings into it a Hundred 
Plebeians; the Latin Hiſtorian tells us di- 
rectly, that this Innovation was the Prince's 
on doing; and that thoſe Hundred Plebeians 
were admitted into the Senate only by his Fa- 
vour; centum in patres legit, qui deinde mino- 
rum gentium ſunt appellati : And he adds, fa- 
Cio baud dubia Regis, cujus beneficio in curiam 
—_— ?(E KS 
7 The fame Hiſtorian, after having related the << 
5 ill Deſigns of Tarquin the Proud, the Grand- 4 
ſion of the Prince juſt mention d, and all the 
Engines he ſet at work to uſurp the Crown, 
which was then upon the Head of Servilius 
Tullus, fays expreſly, that he endeavour'd to 
. _ gain over thoſe new Senators, which Tarquin 
the Ancient, his Grandfather, had admitted 
into the Senate; and that to draw them to 
F his Side, he put them in Mind, that they 
beld their Dignities wholly of his Family; 
1 and that now they ought to ſhew him their 
Acknowledgement ; admonere paterni bene- 
+ ficai & pro ea gratiam repetere « An Acknow- 
ledgment which he wou'd have had no Title 
to expect, if their Admiſſion into the Sen 5 
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Hack def epended upon the Voices of the Multi- 
tude ; _— Targ uin the Ancient had had on 


his. ſingle Vote in that Election, like the reſt 


of the Senators. 


That Prince, .or to ſpeak more truly, that 


Tyrant, after Having poſſeſſed himſelf of the 


Throne, in the Manner which every body 
knows; put to death, or baniſhed ſuch Sena- 


tors, as he was apprehenſive of either upon ac- 
count of their Power or Wealth : And he wou'd 
not fill up their Places, ſays Livy, to the Intent 
that the Society might fall into Contem by 
their Fewneſs ; numero immunito, fays heaſfa rut 
nullos in, patres legere, quo contemptior pautt- 


Tate ipſa ordo eſſet: So that the Nomination 
of the Senators appears, by him, to have lain 


in the Prince. Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus does 


indeed differ here from Livy ; for after rela- 


ting the ſame Fact, and the Death or Baniſh- 
ment of a great many Senators, he ſays direct- 


ly, that Tarquin did fill their Places with his 


- own Creatures, and in a Manner made a 


_new Senate. But notwithſtanding the Con- 


trariety of the Facts, nothing appears in ei- 


ther of chem in Derogation of the Right and 
Prerogative of Kings : And whether Tarquin 


'wou'd not ſubſtitute other Senators in the 
| Room of thoſe he had flain or exiled, as Livy 
relates it; or whether he ſupplied their Pla- 


ces with his Adherents, as Diony/fus Halicar- 


naſſeus tells us: Still in both Hiſtorians men- 


and 


tion is made of the Prince's Authority only; 


615) 
and that is all we wanted, as to the N omina- 
tion of. 15 Senators. : 


Laſtly, Td confirms his Opinion in the 
C 


Speech, £5 e puts into the Mouth of a 
certain Tribune of the People, named Canu- 


leivs, who was for revoking one of the Laws 
of the Twelve' Tables, which forbad all Alli- 
ance between the Patricians and the Plebeians. 
That Tribune upbraids the former with being 
"deſcended moſt. of them from Albans or S 
hins : You do not owe your Nobility , ſays 
he, to your Origin; but to your- Anceſtors 
having been admitted i into the Senate, either 
by the Choice of our Kings, or by the Will 
and Pleaſure of the People, ſince their Expul- 
ſion; aut ab Regibus lecti, aut poſt Reges ex- 
es, Juſſu populi. 

That Tribune, or the Hiſtorian tliat ſpeaks 
for him, diſtinguiſhes Two #ras, and Two 
different Methods of Election. He ſays, that 
during the Reigns of the Kings, choſe Princes 
diſpoſed of the Places in the Senate, aut ab 
Regibus lecti, and at the ſame Time he main- 
— , that after the Expulſion of the Kings, 
that Right devolved to the People: But this 
laſt Propoſition is not without great Difficul- 
ties, as we ſhall ſhew. 

Me are now come to the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Commonwealth, which the Author of the 
Memorial makes the Date and Beginning of 
his Doubts : The Queſtion is, ſays he, What 
was then the common and regular Method A 
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(16). 


Admiſſion into the Smart ? If we will be⸗ 


lieve Li, in the Paſſage above quoted, the 
Suffrages of the People determined it, juſſu 


populi. Cicero, ſo well read in the Laws and 


Uſages of his own Countrey, declares himſelf 


of the fame Opinion Twas, fays he, the 
| Whole Body of the People that made Choice 
of thoſe who ſhou'd fit in that ſupreme Coun- 


cCil, deligerentur in id Conſilium 


deed we have' the Right of this 


Election aſcribed wholly to the People, by the 


Teſtimony of the Two moſt celebrated Wri- 
ters in the Republick ; but unluckily the 


Facts and Examples are directly contrary to 


this Notion ; and what is moſt ſingular, Livy 
himſelf furniſhes us with moſt of thoſe Exam- 
ples, without ſaying any Thing to leſſen the' 
Credit of the Facts, and without ſo much as 


mentioning the Rights of the People. 


We read. in that Hiſtorian, that after the ; 


Expulſion of the Kings, and Callatinus's Ab- 


dication of the Confulſhip p, Brutus then ſole 


Conſul, finding the Senate conſiderably di- 
miniſned by Tarquin s Cruelties, fill d it with 


new Members, and increaſed the Number of 


the Fathers to Three Hundred; which we are 


told he choſe out of the Order of Knights. 


So that we ſee it was none of the People that 


named the Senators in the firſt Age of the 


t Commonwealth. Here is the firſt Conſul 
: that ever the Romans had; and then without 


a Col- 


A 


deer! 0 


4 Collegue; Andi this Power without Op- 
- poſition or Contradiction: Cali bus; ſays Li- 
vy, .diminurum Patrum numerum ad trerento- 
rum ſummam. explevit. We are now left to 
_ - reconcile this Paſſage in Livys firſt Book; 
with the Speech of Canueius the Tribune 
which we find 1 in the Fourth of the firſt De- 
n 
Dionyſiur Halirar heut, who almoſt corn- 
ſtantly relates the fame Facts, bur with diffe- 
rent Circumſtances, ſays, that even at the 
Time of this Promotion, Valerius was Brutils 8 
Collegue; and he adds, that thoſe TWO Con- 
ſuls took the new Senators out of the Body of 
the People, præcipuas 2x plebe allegerunt. 
Plutarch * the ſame Fact in a Third Man- 
ner; he affirms, that Valerius was then ſole 
Conful ; and that for fear his future Colleaguc 
might binder him in the Execution of the Be- 
ſign he had laid, he made haſte to name tlie 
Senators that ſhou'd fill the vacant Places in 
the Senate: But tho theſe Three Hiſtorians 
differ in the Circumſtances of the Fact, we 
find nothing in them in favour of the Rights of 
the People. The Conſul is ſtill the Perſon 
that makes the Nomination; and as to the 
main of the Queſtion; it is indifferent whether 
that Conful's Name is Brutus or Valevius. © 


id, is very probable that the Confuls, who 
Z Aſucceeded the Kings in the Sovereign Power, 
Regio imperio duo ute, who had all the En- 
L 195 of it; the Tm the Robe oo 
Wit 


* jy 


7 Tribes, ſuch of the * who led irregular 
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with Purple, the Curule Chair, and tlie Step- 
tre or Staff of Ivory; that thoſe great Magi- 
ſtrates, I ſay, the Heads of the Senate, and 
- rightful Generals of the Armies, and who, in- 
_ deed, differed from the Kings in nothing, but 
that their Authority was divided, and only 
- annual, ſucceeded to the Right thoſe Princes 
enjoy d, of ſupplying the Vacancies in e 


Senate. 
But theſe Conſuls wäng afrcrwards. too 


$ 
#þ- ©.4 


much taken up with Wars Abroad, Which of- 
ten kept them from Rome; the Right of no- 
minating the Senators fell from the Conſuls 
to the Cenſors, a new Magiſtracy created the 
311th ear of Rome, only Sixty Six Vears 


alter the Eſtabliſhment of the Common: 
* wealth. 


We are told, chat celeb new Magie were 


at firſt ſet up only for taking the Number of 
the Roman People, which was then called the 
. Cenſus, a Cuſtom inſtituted by King Serviliu, 
Tullius. But as Authority naturally ſeeks to 
enlarge it ſelf, the Cenſors by Degrees got to 


themſelves the Reformation of the Three Or- 


ders of the Commonwealth, and afterwards 
they engroſſed the Right of nominating the 
. Senators, and even of expelling from the Se- 


nate, ſuch as they thought unworthy of their 


Seats; of taking away the Horſe and Gold 


Ring from ſuch Knights as had not done their 
Duty, and of degrading into the lower 


Lives. 


en 


2 ; 2 8 
(ige) 


Lives. Hiſtory: is full of Inſtances of this Au- 
thority in the Cen ſors, who by a wholeſome 


Terror, reſtrained the ſeveral Orders of the 
State within the Bounds of their Duty. We 


ſhall not enter farther into the various Functi- 


ons of this great Office, which was looked 
upon among the Romans, as the Pinacle of all 
the Honours a Citizen cou'd arrive at: But 
keep to the Queſtion propoſed. It appears 


then to me, by all that I can find in the Hi- 
ſtorians of that Nation, that the Cenſors ſuc- 


ceeded the Conſuls in the Nomination of the 
Senators, as the Conſuls before ſucceeded the 
Kings in the ſame Prerogative: But whether 
thoſe Princes, or thoſe Magiſtrates, made that 

Nomination without the Concurrence of the 


People; or whether the People themſelves 


elected the Senators, as they did their other 
Magiſtrates, .is what we ſhall be better able 


to judge of, by what we are going to produce, 
in order to reconcile Two Opinions that ſeem 


JJ hu 8 5 
Paulus Manutins pretends, that the Kings, 

the Conſuls, and the Cenſors, had indeed the 

Right of propoſing to the Aſſembly of the 


People, ' ſuch as they thought worthy to fill 


the Vacancies in the Senate, but that the 


Choice between thoſe Candidates lay in the 


People, whoſe Votes were however confined 
to thoſe whom their Magiſtrates had propoſed | 


to them; a Conjecture ſo much the weaker, 


as it is upheld by no one Proof: Unlels we 
C 2 will 


«A 20! T1 } 
will 41000 the Republick' ; Cuſtom,” of ident. 
ting no Magiſtrate but by the way of Election, £ 
to be a proof. Not but that the People may 
in ſome manner be {iid to have opened the 
Gates of the Senate to thoſe who were raiſed 
to the Curule Magiſtracies by. their Voices; be- 
cauſe thoſe great Dignities not only gave a 


Seat jn the Senate to thoſe who enjoyed this 


during the Year, but they allo ſtill retained it, 


even after their Office was expired; and the 
Cenfors, when they filled the vacant Places in 


the Senate, were Gbliged to inſcribe them firſt, 


and each according to his Rank in the Roll of 


the Senators. And perhaps it may be of this 


particular Part of the people's Privilege, that 


we are to underſtand what Cauleius and Cicero 


have left us, in Terms too general, of the 


Peoples Power in the Nomination of the 


Senators. LE 
Thus the Dickator, M. Fabius Bure;" in the 


| Second Punit War, in an extraordinary Emer- 
gency, when he was obliged to perform the 


Function of Cenſor, after having called the 


ancient Senators each by Name, did appoint to 
ſupply the Places of the Dead, firſt, ſays 


| Livy, ſuch as ſince the Cenſorſhip of L. Ami- 
Fg and C. Flaminius, had held any Curule 


. Dignity, and had not yet been inſerted in the 
Boll of Senators, though their Offices gave 
them Admiſſion into the Senate: Recitato ve- 
rere Senatu, inde primum in mortuorum locum 


tegi qu? poſt J. Amilium 4 T: Flaminium Cen- 


2 


fares, Curulem mag iſtratum cepiſſent, nec dum 
in ſenatum lei eſſent, ke. 
But from this very Example, ſays the Au- 
thor of the Memorial, and from the Cenſor- 
ſhip of a Dictator, we may infer that the Ro- 
mans had no common and regular Method of 

ſupplying the Vacancies in the Senate, ſince 

they had Recourſe to the extraordinary Power 
We may anſwer, that on the contrary, this 
Example being extraordinary and ſingular, is 
the very Reaſon why nothing can be inferred 
from it, againſt the Power of the Cenſors alone 
to name the Senators. Can any Man affirm 
with the leaſt Foundation, that it was not a 
common and regular Cuſtom in the Republick, 
to chuſe the Tribunes of the People only out 
of the Body of the Plebeians, becauſe upon 
one ſingle Occaſion, under the Conſulſhip of 
L. Valerius, and M. Horatius, we find in the 
Tribuneſhip Sp. Tarpeius, and A. Haterius, 
both Parricians, old Senators, and even Con- 
ſulars, whom the Senate had politickly got 
into that Office, to croſs the ill Deſigns of the 
other Tribunes, duos etiam patricios, 75 
ſays Livy, Conſulareſque, Sp. Tarpei- 
um & Aulum Haterium cooptautre & 
It is certain there is no State ſo ſtrongly at- 

tached to its Form of Government, but in ſome 
certain Conjunctures, it is forced to bear with 
ſeveral Alterations. Such was then the Caſe 
with the Roman Commonwealth; Four great 
* | Defeats 


Dec. 1 z. 
. 
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| Defeats receivd from the Corthaginians, had 
exhauſted the beſt of her Blood. They par- 
ticularly, fays Livy, bewailed' the Loſs of 
Eighty Citizegs, part Senators, part ſuch as 
had enjoyed Offices, after the Expiration of 
which in the next Cenſus, they were to have 
been inſeribed in the Number of Senators. The 
State wanted Soldiers; they had been obliged 
to Liſt their very Slaves; and Hannibal was 5 at 
the Gates of Rome. The few Senators that re- 
mained, oppreſſed with the Weight of all Af. 
fairs, calld for a Supply of Collegues in the 
room of thoſe Senators that fell in this fierce 
War. It is probable the Two laſt Cenſors, 
L. Amilius, and C. Flaminius, had either been 
lain in thoſe bloody Engagements, or were 
out of their Office. No Expedient was left to 
ſupply the want of Cenſors, but in the Perſon 
of M. Junius Pera, then Dictator, a Poſt which 
ſeems to have eminently included all the other 
Dignities in the Commonwealth. But as that 
great Magiſtrate was then diſtant from Rome, 


commanding the Army againſt Hannibal, L. 


Terentius Varro, firſt Conſul, was ordered to 
repair to Rome, and name a Second Dictator, 
that might perform the Function of the Cen- 
ſors upon this Occaſion; and it was agreed, in 

order to preſerve the ancient Form of Govern- 
ment as much as poſſible, that the Conſul 


ſhou d name none but the oldeſt of thoſe Who 


had been Cenſors; ſo that when Varro nomi- 
nated M. Fabius Buteo to be Dictator, he cou d 


0023 q 
| not ſo operly be: ſaid to give the Re publick 
Aa 7 as the firſt and oldeſt of the Cen- 

- ſors. : And to make this new Magiſtrate ſenſi- 
 ble/that; he had nothing of the Dictatorſhip 
but the Name, he was expreſly forbid the Ne. 


_ mination of a General of the Horſe, a Prero- 
gative in a manner inſeparable from the Dicta- 
korſhip, to which that Officer was looked up- 
on as the Lieutenant. 
Liy relates, that this Dictator, 50a his N o- 
| mingtion, „ aſcending the Raſtrum, declared 
-plainly to the Aſſembly, that he cou d neither 
approve of TWO Dictators at the ſame 
Time, which was never ſeen in tlie Republick 
before, nor of his being made Dictator, with- 
out having Liberty to name his General of the 
Horſe; that it was no leſs extraordinary, to f 
have one ſingle Citizen appointed to do the 
| Buſigeſs of Two Cenſors; and that this Dig- 
nity, contrary to Cuſtom, ſhou'd be Twice 
beſtowed upon the ſame. Perſon. That how- 
ever, notwithſtanding theſe Irregularities, he 
wou d endeayour to behave himſelf in the Ad- 
miniſtration of his Office, with all 
the Caution that the Calamity. of the a5, 3. L 3. 
Times, their preſent Fortune, and | 
the Neceſlity, of Affairs wou d admit of. 
This Dictator then nominated One Hun- 
dred Seventy Seven Citizens to be Senators, 
beginning, as we ſaid before, with thoſe that 
had enjoyed the Curule Dignities; and he made 
A RES fays Livy, which was equally ap- 
proved 


(96) 5; 
s wealth; ; 2 1 e cum er 
- approbatione omnium in ſenatum leFis, a Proof 
that this Choice was wholly his own Work. 
For if the Nomination of the Senators had 
depended upon the Voices of the Multitude, 
it would have been ridiculous to have given 
Praiſes to the e for a Choice Whieh 
was none of his making. And to ſnhew that 
the Blame, as well as t Praiſe of theſe Choi- 
ces, fell upon the Cenſors ; we read that Ap- 
pus Claudius, and Plaurius, his Collegue in 
the Cenforſhip, having filled the vacant Places 
in the Senate with the Sons of Freedmen; 
Junius Bulbulcus, and Q. Amilius Barbula, 
the Conſuls for the following Year, moved 
with Indignation to ſee ſo auguſt an Aſſembly 
diſhonoured by the Cenſors with ſuch a Choice. 
Aannulled this Election of the Cenſors; and 
without any Regard to the laſt Nomination, | 
cauſed the Senators to be called anew, accord- 
ing to the ancient Roll, and in the ſame Or- 
der that they ſtood before the Cenſorſhip of 
Appius and Plautius. N either Fabius Birds | 
woud have deſerved the Praiſes that were be- 
ſtowed upon him, nor Appius Claudius and 
Plautius the Shame they Were loaded with, if 
the Appointment of the new Senators had de- 
bpended upon the Votes of the Multitude. 
We ſe er that the extraordinary Ex- 
ample of M. Fabius Buteo, raiſed to the Dicta- 


torlkip, only to fill the Vacancies in the Senate, 
5 amounts 


W 


4 


„„ 
amounts to no Conſequence againſt che Pre- 
rogative of the Oenſors to matte that Nomi- 
nation. And if wetexcept this one Inſtance, 
and ſueh as happened in the tumultuous Times. 
of the Gracobi, and during the Civil Wars; we 
Mall not find, that from the very Foundation 
1 of f Rome, any but f the Kings, or the Conſuls 
aud Cenſors, who ſucceeded them in this part 
ol the Government, ever appointed ſuch Citi- 
zens of the Republik as ſhould ſupply the Va- 
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| T excepted the Tribuneſhip of the Graveb} 
out of my general Propoſition ; becauſe: we are 
__ told, that Caius the Younger of them brought 
à great Number of Knights into the Senate; 
others aſeribe this extraordinary Nomination 
to Liviu Druſus another Tribune. There are 
even ſome who pretend tliat this is only meant 
of particular Magiſtrates to diſpenſe Juſtice to 
the People. TI ſhall not enter into this Diſpute 
which wou'd require a Diſſertation by it ſelf. _ -Y 
I thall only obſerve, that Sys and Marius, 4 
the Leaders in the firſt Civil War, filled the | 
Senate with their Creatures; that Fulins Cæ- 
far carried his Uſurpation yet further, and 
-- brought into it not only the Sons of Freemen, 
but even Barbarians, nay, Quacks too and 
Soothfayers. That afterwards the Triumvirs 
Having exhauſted that venerable Body by their 
eruel Proferiptions, did in rheir Turn crowd 


it with their Ruffians ; ſo that afrer Auguſtus 


_ tad rid himſelf of his Two Collegues ia the 
A D Trium- 


ae © 


Triumuirate, the Senate was found to conſiſt 
of above a Thouſand Senators, moſt of them 
unworthy of that great Title, and who had 
purchaſed it with Money, or the Price of Vill. 
lany. That Prince, now abſolute Maſter of _ 
the Empire, reſolved to purge that illuſtrious | 
Society of ſo many baſe Members. Senaro- * 
rum numerum, ſays Suetonius, deformi & in- 
ceondlita turba, erant enim ſuprd mille & qui- 
dam indigniſſimi, & poſt necem Ceſaris per gra- 
tiam &. premium allecti, quos Orcinos , others 
have it, Abort ivos, vulgut vocabat,' ad modum 
priſtinum &. ſplendorum redegit. Auguſtus ha- 
If ving driven theſe Scoundrels out of the Senate, 
1 allowed thoſe Senators that remained to name 
eech of them another. But not being ſatiſ- 
| fied-with this Election, wherein Friendſhip, 
If Conſanguinity, and perhaps, Intereſt too, had 
iN a greater Share than Merit; he made a ſecond 
C. hoice, in which he conſulted none but A- 
„%%ũwemw , 
| || 5 „ Jorum arbitratu, quo U VIrMum legit 5 
| ſecundd ſuo &. Agrippa. A Proof that this 
Prince had taken to himſelf the Authority ex- 
| erciſed before by the Cenſors, the Conſuls, 
1 and the Kings of Rum. 
1 = GE Succeſſors in the Empire looked upon 
the Authority of the Cenſors, as a Part of 
1 the imperial Dignity; and Decius naming 
= Valerian to be Cenſor, and explaining to him 
all the Prerogatives and Rights of ſo eminent 
an Office : Valerian, like an artful Courtier, 
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made Anſwer, that thoſe Prerogat i ves be- 
longed to no body but the Empe : 
ror; bec ſunt pr opter quæ Augu- Trevellius | 
tum nomen tenetis apud vos cen. 
Leet us now proceed to the ſecond Queſtion 
propoſed, namely, Why the Senate conſiſt- 
ing of none but Patricians then , that is, as 
the Author of the Memorial aſſerts in the Four 
or Five firſt Ages of the Republick, there 
ſhould be ſome Parricians that were Senators, 
and other Parricians mere private Men, and 
not partaking of that Dignity 2 We are asked, 
Whether this Diſtinction aroſe by Succeſſion 
or Birthright , or whether the Choice of the 
Senators depended abſolutely upon the Con- 
ſuls, and afterwards upon the Cenſors? _. _ 
| In order to anſwer this Queſtion, we. muſt 
look back upon what we have related. upon 
Livys Authority, of the Inftitution of the 
firſt Senators. Romulus , according to that 
Hiſtorian , created but an Hundred ; either, 
ſays he, becauſe he thought that Number ſuf- 
ficient, or becauſe he cou d chuſe out but ſo 
many that had all the Qualifications requiſite 
in a Senator; ſive quia is mumerus ſatis erat; 
ſiue quia ſoli centum erant qui creari Patres poſ- 
fint, Livy adds, that thoſe Hundred Sena- 
tors were called Fathers, by way of Reve- 
rence ; and their Children and Deſcendants 
Patricians ; Patriciique progenies eorum appet- 
lati, the firſt and cleareſt Nobility among the 


D 2 Romans 
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r Some Authors relate, der thoſe 
firſt Patricians wore Creſcents upon their 
Shoes; others ſay, the Letter C, to ſhew that 
they deſcended from the Hundred firſt Sena- 


tors: Theſe Children and Deſcendants of thoſe 
firſt Senators, quiekly multiplied into diffe- 
rent Branches of Patricians. At firſt the Se- 
nators, the Prieſts, and all thoſe who. had the 
chief Inſpection over the Affairs of Religion, 
were choſen out of this Body only. But thoſe 
Amployments, and eſpecially the Dignity of 
Senator, did not devolye by Right of Succeſ- 
Hogs It is true, it wWas requiſite to be a Pa. 
rtridolan in order to bea eee but as. 
Number of patricians quick] J exceeded: 
of the Senate, all the. Patricians oud not 
oflibly. be Senators 3 As, we, {ce that al he 
8 Nobles are not Senator h tho a M 
cannot be choſen a Senator unle 


he is a Ve 


netian Noble. So at Rome it was not ſufficient 
to bea Patrician, to be admitted into the Se- 


nate. Birth gave the firſt of thoſe Qualifica- 


tions, but it was Merit alone that procured 
the Second. Ia order to be admitted 1 into 
that Auguſt Society, a Man muſt have given 
eminent Proofs of his Valour i in War, and of 
bis Capacity, in Buſineſs in Times ol Peace ; 
tte Choice Which the Kings made of Sena- 
tors, proves that his Dignity did not depend 
pon a lineal and conſanguineous Succeſſion; 
bay, er leng, and even under the Kings of 


; the Blood of Fg firſt Patriciaq | Fa Fans 
lies 


— 


* 
% 


* * 5 g * 7 rn 6 " wand q y ww . = 
r AS 2 n 2 
ö 7 ö * 
* 


1 


lies was not ſo. ſcrupulouſly. regarded; and i 


any Stranger at Rome, or any Ple eians, were 
femarkable 


for their Merit, the Stranger was 
firſt made a Citizen; and then to give either 
the Stranger or the Plebeian a Right of En- 
trance into the Senate, they were declared Pa- 
tticians. Thus Ancus Martius, the Fourth King 
of Rome, being very much byaſs d in favour 
of the Merit and Valour of a Tuſcan, named 
Lacumon, loaded him with Honours, made 
him firſt General of the Horſe, then Patrician, 
and aftewards Senator. It was to avoid the open 
Violation of the Cuſtom of admitting none.m- 
to the Senate, but the Deſcendants of the firſt 
Hundred Senators, that they gave the Stran- 
gers or Plebeians the Name of Patricians ; the 
ume Lacumon having afterwards attain d the 
Crown, with the Name of Tarqun the Anci- 
ent, by the Favour of the People; did, in or- 
der to preſerve their Affection, chuſe out of 
that Order a Hundred Senators, which he add- 
ed to the Senate; and, after the Example of 
Ancus Martius, he endeavour d to ſoften the 
Reſentment which this might breed in the Pa- 
tricians, by firſt giving that Name to thoſe 
—ꝛ vx... ̃ĩͤ v 
Peatricios fecit, ſays Livy, & in ſenatum 
numerum cooptavit. This King, might, indeed, 
grant thoſe Plebeians the Privileges of the Patri- 
cians, and give them Admiſſion into the Senate 
but I don t ſee how he could poſſibly make a Pa- 
trician, that is, how he could declare a Man the 


% 


Me \ | oh 30 4 | ; 
Diſeendary 7 of 60 of the Hugdred fit Sell : 
W the. Was not at all related to them, but 
of a2 mean, obſcure Family; and whatever 
Narhorty may be aſcribd to the Sovereign 
Power, it is hard to conceive. BOW a King can 
at once put a Stop to the yulgar Blood that 
rums in a Plebeian's Veins, and fill them with a 
new Supply more noble and. more pure. And F 
rdingly, as thoſe Plebeians were Patrician 

only r and by the Force of a Law, 
they were call d, The added Fathers, or Patri. 
ent f a mcaner. Condition; Patres conſeripti, 
minorum gentium - Whereas the Families of tlie 
firſt Hundred Senators, and the true Patriciant, 
aſſumed the Title majorum gentium, that is to 
hy, of Grandes, and of the iltaſtrious Famihes. 
1 ore Fab to what we call in France oy 8 
| higheſt Nobility, Optimates, tho it is not ealy 
et Head CARL 3a 5 that Title, which 
© many people adorn themſelves with, "conſiſts 
in a Nobility ſo ancient that its Origin i is un- 
known, or in actual Dignities which. ſuppoſe, 


1 but do not always prove a true Nobility. 


- Fheſe Diſtinctions ceas'd among the Eonar 
ſoon after the Expulſion of the Kings. Diony- 
| fus Halycarnaſſeus tells us, that the Plebeians 
taking the Advantage of Coriolanus's Baniſh- | 
ment, about the 280th Year of Rome, intro- 
_ diced themſelves into the Senate, and ſhared 
with the Patricians the Dignities which before. 
were peculiar to the firſt Order of the Com- 
monwealth. Other Authors defer the E 
| © 
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of the Plebeians i into the Senate to hy Time of 
= the Creation of the omg about the zorſt 


Vear of Rome, and on ly 56 after the EQabliſh- 
ment of the Republic Ader that Time, all 
Rank and Nobility went by the Right of Images, 
that is to ſay, by the Curule Offices that had 


been in any Family; and a Citizen, tho a Ple- 


| b-ian originally, was nevertheleſs reckon d very 
Noble, if his Anceſtors had been inveſted wit! 
the chief Dignities of the State. 


D Citizens, was then divided into Three different 


| Orders, which Auſonius comprehends i in this 
Verſe, 


Martis Roma tri plex, equitatu, Plebe, ſenatu, 


a 


The Knights were originally part of the Peo- 


ple, but the moſt conſiderable Part of them; 
as the Senators were taken out of the Body of 


the Patricians, and by their Dignity were the 
Chief of their Order. But. when all the Ho- 


nours of the Republick were become common 
among all the Citizens, Wealth alone came by 


degrees to make the whole Diſtinction; it was 
determin'd how much a Citizen ſhould be worth 


to be inſcrib'd in the Roll of Knights, or being 


a Knight to be_qualifyd for Senator. Sena- 
torum gradum, ſays Seneca, Cenſus aſcendere 
facit. The Patricians were included in theſe 
Regulations, as well as the other Citizens; and 
whatever their Merit might be in other Re- 


__> it was the Goods ot Fortune that decided 
| their 


BH 
| Rome, which at firſt knew but Two ſorts of 
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